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There are five productions of
Macbeth listed in this year's theatra
programme, including one on

a bouncy castle, one with Afro
Caribean rhythms and this one
which has fire and motorcycles.
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Babao Brin in The R

Play On Waords

Threes Comgany

Phay On Words' builds an appealing
surrealist word around depressed
actor Fred, who sccks refuge

within the four eonsoling walls of
the theatre, He must re-enact his
memories of a failed relatonship in
arder o artain both catharsis and
clamty over & woman he perceives

to have been “taken™, ina plot
reminiscent of the Michel Gondry
directed “Erernal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind', A playfully precocious
seript prowides an excellent angle
from which to appreciate this
talented young cast, Playwright Tom
Crawshaow's debt to Tom Stoppard

aives the ply iz serong intellectualise

sub-text with all of the philosophical

musings and witty wordplay thae this
implics. This tendency is softened by
the play’s physical comedy, audicnee
participation and experimental
presentation. Stwoppard for the
Gondry peneraton. -
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Prints Of Denmark

Misceed Compraty Prodctione

A clever, fast-paced comedy
intending to disentanale notions of
multiculturalizm from the reductve
chirches of our insidious media. The
seven-strong cast take to the stylish
stage ¢n masse before demonserating
their flexibility through a vadery of
skeeches, Taking the 2005 controversy
of a Danish cartoon’s depictions of
the Propher Muhammad as its basis,
thiz production utlises a familiar
satirical sketch show format, adding
some moments of onginality, When

the beader of a Muslim "ar

gry mob’
iz unahle to l-\-uTl.']1:|,~c a Dhanizh

flag for protest purposes, the stall

owner quips: “Bur if you burn

the flags of all the surrounding
countries, Denmark might eatch fire
symbeolically™; this provides one of

the play’s many muld-layered critical

sumgnations. Cool, isonical, self
referential and consistently amusing,
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The Rap Canterbury Tales
Rabamord Produetions

Baba Brinkman is a genius. With
“The Rap Canterbury Tales® he

has translated three of Chavcer’s
tales from middle-English into
contemporary hip-hop, bringing

the six-hundred-year-old characters
o life for 215t century audiences.
Mot content with this staggeringly
clever feat, he performs all three
fantastically - alongside his own
unique tabe = completely inhabitng
Chawcer’s Miller, Pardoner and Wife
of Bath. In his wlented hands they
beeome CONPEMpRITITT, belicvahle
characters, while remaining true

m their Chavcerian roots. As if
translating Chaveers into mp and then
performing it live were not enough,
Brinkman also performed a freestyle
rap 5 an encore, improvised on the
spat from words suggested by the
audicnice. A prodizious taleat; if he
wasn't 5o likeable, he'd ke a litthe hie
sickening,

Romgoy Eagle Ladse, 7 - 26 Aug, 84 50m

(45 8m), £7.50 (£6.50), o 215,

s g 57
(]

Ravenhill For Breakfast
Patrres Plowy

Todays offering from Ravenhills

senes of new plays was "Women

Of Tron”, a poipnant picce centred
on three women diseussing the

YWar On Terror, Nathalie Armin,
Vicki Liddelle and Linda Masloae
acted well together as they asked

the terrorises ‘why?". Mthough the
play is obviously addressing an
extremely real and serious issuc, it sall
succeeded in being comical, notahbly
with the chamcters being peny

and marcrabistic, and continually
repeating that they are good people;
the audicnce is left to reflect on our
outlook on the world, not just the
teerorists’. The haunting voiceover,
reading cut news reports of terrorst
attacks, was partcubacly chilling. If
cach of Ravenhills Fringe plays is as
enjoyable and thought provoking as
thiz, then don't hegitate to see them.
Traverse Theatre, 7 - 26 Alnz (ot 13, 14
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Spread

Hoarplass

Women and weight. Women and =clf-
image. Women and beauty magazines
telling them they're ugly and far All
are issues covered in this production,
but with an unexpectedly mischievous
slant: thiz iz a hemused ook at an
industry that takes itself too serously.
Bearing the appearance of having
been colloetvely devised by the

three performers, the show moves
from scene to scene, preferring to
communicate through mevement

and voiceovers rather than disloguc.

secnes differ wildly — the Garden
of Fden, 4 health spa, 2 kitchen
which becomes a war zong... Ther

ingenuity is quitc impressive, and the

finished product is tghdy srructused,
well-performed and full of enerpy
Cuaranteed guilt free indulzence,
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