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Erosion
Mr. Donald Trump you’re not my president
‘Cause I’m not a citizen, just another immigrant
A permanent resident stuck in the midst of it
Rubber-neckin’ as America drove off a cliff, thinkin’
I wish I could vote, but not for you though
Hell no, I voted for Justin Trudeau
Here’s a couple things that I think you know
Even if you act in public like you don’t
Climate change, you know that it’s happening
Know that its impact is already damaging
You said so! A permit you applied for1
Said the ocean’s comin’ up on your Irish golf course
Well here’s another place you might like to protect
America. It’s likewise under threat
Sea level rise, extreme weather events2
Infrastructure risk is bad for business
So I made a list, to help you keep track
And since you don’t read, I squeezed it in a rap
Would’ve put it in a tweet if I could achieve that
The seaside’s about to need an evac
Erosion
Of coastlines, riverbeds
Of time left, only chance we’re gonna get
Erosion
Of ice in the glaciers3
United nations, isolation
Erosion
Of faith in democracy
Your face in the dictionary next to hypocrisy
Erosion, erosion, erosion
Mr. President…
Stickin’ your head in the sand is not principled
The rate of sea level rise in Florida tripled4
In one decade, and that’s easy to count
It’s back when Billy Bush and you were hangin’ around 5
Demonstrating your scruples, and since those days
The tidal flooding in Miami Beach has quadrupled 6
And that’s great for business if you sell water pumps
But not for local residents who voted Donald Trump
So what you gonna do now? Lose Mar-a-Lago? 7
Or try to move it all to higher ground in Colorado?
Some people try to tell me that you’re all bravado
But I think you’ve got a calculation under all the guano
Come on though, what’s Tampa supposed to do if
Another storm floods the Bay with raw sewage?8
Is the EPA gonna stop the fluid spewin’?
Not under Scott Pruitt, all he wants to do is sue it
And what about common sense national defence?
You got several naval bases under imminent threat9
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It’s not just the Gulf Coast, Hampton Roads’
About to have some of Virginia’s dampest homes10
Erosion
Of waterfront property
Insurance underwriters can’t even make a profit 11
Erosion
Of the public trust
Coal burnin’ fillin’ up our lungs with dust12
Erosion
Of real estate value 13
Sea water comin’ up to surround you
Erosion, erosion, erosion
Mr. President
You know! The fire season’s out of control
Losses have doubled14 since I was six years old
With damage in the hundreds of millions
We lost a whole town in Canada’s wilderness15
You know! Climate change is a factor
The Pentagon calls it a “risk enhancer”16
So why do you act like you don’t know?
With every new quote that it’s a huge hoax17
I really do wanna take the charitable view
Basic ignorance, that’s embarrassing for you
But it’s not as bad as the uncharitable view
That you’re funnelling profits to fossil fuel18
And getting kickbacks. There’s a lotta gas to burn
And we don’t know what you own, no tax return
All we know is, you got a lotta fossil fuel cronies
In your cabinet, and Tillerson and Putin are homies
And those with the most to gain
From the claim that climate change is a hoax are praying
That you can delay the clean energy transition
Long enough to cash a few chips in
Erosion
Of journalistic standards
We want answers, not panders
Erosion
Of public institutions
Of safeguards against pollution
Erosion
Of civilization
It’s not too late to make changes
Erosion, erosion, erosion
Mr. President

www.bababrinkman.com

Erosion Lyrics and Sources

© Baba Brinkman 2017

1

www.politico.com/story/2016/05/donald-trump-climate-change-golf-course-223436

2

nca2014.globalchange.gov

3

climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/arctic-sea-ice/

www.rsmas.miami.edu/news-events/press-releases/2016/new-study-shows-increasedflooding-accelerated-sea-level-rise-in-miami-over/
4

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-recorded-having-extremely-lewd-conversationabout-women-in-2005/2016/10/07/3b9ce776-8cb4-11e6-bf8a-3d26847eeed4_story.html
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www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0964569116300278

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-12-16/trump-rejects-climate-change-but-mara-lago-could-be-lost-to-the-sea
7

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/17/us/sewage-overflow-again-fouls-tampa-bay-afterstorm.html
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www.ucsusa.org/global-warming/global-warming-impacts/sea-level-rise-flooding-us-militarybases#.WHylarEZMUG
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www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/11/20/sunday-review/donald-trump-climate-legacy.html
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https://newrepublic.com/article/123212/who-will-pay-climate-change
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www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/air-pollution-estimates/en/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/24/science/global-warming-coastal-real-estate.html
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https://www.nifc.gov/fireInfo/fireInfo_documents/SuppCosts.pdf

15

www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/fort-mcmurray-and-the-fires-of-climate-change
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https://www.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/612710

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/12/donald-trump-climate-change-skepticdenial/510359/
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https://medium.com/@AlexSteffen/trump-putin-and-the-pipelines-tonowhere-742d745ce8fd#.qonsh8kx3
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